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1AY®

The League of Women Voter
Berkeleye Albany Emeryville

Welcome tothe Leagueof Women Votersof Berkeley,
Albany and Emeryville You are part of an organization
with more than 100 years of histognd a proud heritage
Comejoin the action.

LWVBAE President, Nancy Bickel

Making Democracy Work

The women and men of the League of Women Voters work to see that every citizenteamvery vote is
counted and every voter has fair and unbiased information on issues and candidatksling balanced
GLINRE¢ YR aO02y¢ RWanewdslgbiok dryoppose Tandidates dzSparties, but we are
political.

We study issues tiroughly before we take a positiolVhen we have a positigrwe may campaign for and
against proposed laws, ballot measures angegament actions on that issue, and oppdbese related to
the issue thatve find contrary to the common good.

The League wiks at all levels of governmentCounty, Bay Area, Californad Nation You have joined our
local League, the League of Women Voters of Berkeley, Albany, Emesgvifiey are alsa member ofall
levels of theLeague.

We welcome all women and merver 18. We invite hommembers to come to our public meetings and
check out our team meetings.

The following pages will describe some key things to know about our local League, especially the many teams
and their meeting schedules. Please join in!
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How to Get Involved

There are many ways to get involved the League of Women Voters of Berkeley, Albany,
Emeryville (we call it LWVBAE). We offerery wide rangepportunities andime commitmentsg
from just checking out our website to fulme volunteer work.

There is always a lot of work during election times, but not just then. We take action on issues throughout
the year. We also study issues to determine what positions we want to take. attend public and
government meetings to monitorral learn. And we meet together to discuss and have fun.

Our Teams

Joining a team is an easy way to be a part of the action. Our teanaskasepart of our activities. They are
reviewed on pageS-13of thishandbook

Our Meetings
In addition toteam meetings we have a variety of events and meetings throughout the year.

Conversations with the Leaguetield typically at noon on the third Tuesday of each month atAfbany
Library, this is a twdnour presentation, panel, or debate on a variety opics.

Environmental Concerns:l St R GeLIAOlrffe GKS &aSO2yR az2yRlI& 2F SiI
house, this is a presentation by a distinguished speaker most often from outside the League.

Annual Meeting: Held during an evening in the May or June, this meeting includes a dinspgakeror
other event and a business meeting where officers are eleatetipolicy decisions made

Audience listening to the Deputy
Registrar of Voters of Alameda
County speak at an Annual Meeting.
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Annual Community Luncheon Our large annual evergresents a distinguished speaker and honors an
outstanding citizen and/or community grougt is keld in Augustin a local restaurant.

Fall Meeting: We start our League year at this meetingleld on an evening in September, also with a
dinner, aspeakerand business if necessary.

Hot Topics:An evening discussion serien alternate monthson topics members bring to the meeting.
For allmeetings find times, dates, details on our website or in théoter, our bi-monthly newsletter.

California and U.S. League Meetingk alternate years, California and the U.S. League ¢anigdentions

LW\ Californiamet in May 2013. LWVUS will meet iddune 2014 at Dallas, TX. Our League alwes
participates. In the last LMUS convention the Climate Change Team presented a caucus. In thieVE¥13
Californiaconvention the Health Care Team presented a workshop and a caucus, and the Climate Change
Team pesented a caucus.

Decisions are made at conventions about our positions, priorities and potential studies. Keynote speakers
are often senior government officialand national experts At the 2012 LWVUS convention, Mr. Eric Holder,
U.S. Attorney Generapoke to us.

Presentation of the colors by U.S. Marines to open the 2012 LWVUS
Convention. LWVUS President Elisabeth MacNamara is on the right.

Volunteer

In addition to working with our teams and other efforts, we need help with communications, in the office,
and for many small tasks. Thesen range from an hour at home to any length desired.

How to Connect

Visit our websitevww.lwvbae.org

Bmail a board memberteamleader or the office

Callus at 5184388246 f SI @S | YS&aal3aS AT 6SQNB y2i
Come to one of our meetings and talk with us

Visit our office at 2530 San Pablo, SuifedH first; we keep irregular houxs

= —a —a —a 1
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Also see the list of key phones and emails on de
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Our League Organization

Our League has a Board of Directors, teams supporting each board member, and deaissueslssue
teamsform and fold dependingn how issues change with timeOur Board of Directors ancams are
described beginning below.

We take a stand for or against an issue based orpolicy positions. Positions are reached after careful and
thorough studydiscussion and decisions by thieSY6 SN&E Ay | YSSiAy3azZ. wé&ldyaSya
not campaign for or against measures, laws, or issues unless we have already reachestdigelpolicy

position related to it. Our posiions arelistedon pages 14.6.

Our n Tawt as Té(H.eague guards our reputation for fair and balanced discussions of public
policy issues and ballot measureg/e are proud of the strong positions we develop through study and
shared decision making on public policy issues.

We are careful to keep thes&b roles separate And, of course, we never support or oppose candidaiss.
the primary spokesperson for the League, the president does not run for public office or campaign for
candidates, nor do other board members who are key spokespeople for tlgpidea

Board of Directors*

Our Boardoversees all fiduciary and policy decisior@urrently it has seven members; it can haight or
more positions, reflecting key areas of effoi€ontact information for Board embers ison page 18

20132014
Office Responsibilities office-holder*
President Represents the League as a single voice and is responsib| Nancy Bickel
coordinating all operations and requirements of the League.
Secretary Documents all Board meetings and as appropriate dtiver legal| Pat Day
requirements.
Treasurer Responsible for all financial elements of the organization. Sarah Miyazaki
Action Coordinates all actions, such aampaigns, lobbying, and lette
writing, op-eds-articlesetc, following League policy positions Carol Stone
Program Coordinates all studies, talks, and program planning for the year.
program plang determined by the membership each yeaincludes| Sherry Smith
the policy priorities forthe coming year.
Voter Services Qupports and promoesall voter services, voter registration and vot PhyllisGale
education.
Membership Recruits mentors, trains and retairs members. Dean Metzger
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2013-2014 Board of Directors. Top
row: Dean Metzger, Pat Day, Carol
Stone, Phyllis Gale. Bottom row:
Nancy Bickel, Sherry Smith, Sarah
Miyazaki.

QOur Teams

Our teamscarry outthe core ofour mission deal with specific issues and provide essential administrative
support for our work.You will find more informatioon pages$-13.

Core Teams Teamghat carry outour coremissioninclude:
Action Team
Program Team
Voter Services Team

IssueTeams New teamsn issuesre created when members come forward to take actiorooto
studyan issue that theglecideis urgent The Board may also form new teani®ams are dissolved when
they complete their task or whethe issueno longer is of interest ttnembers. Issueteams include:

Climate Change Team

Environmental Concerns Team

Education Action Team

Health Care Team

Money in Politics Team

Support Teams These essentighdministrative teamsnclude:
Membership Team
Communications Team
Events Teams (such as Annual Luncheon)
Office Management
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Action Team

Coordinator* Carol Stong510-549-0959,action@Iwvbae.org

Meetings* Near end of each month; check calendarour websitehttp://www.lwvbae.org/calendarbr in
the VOTER for meeting times.

When wea i 1 S ih @héd Aehglié, we workcampaignand lobby for League policgositions on
government activities, laws and regulations and proposed ballot measures in our threeigities,county,
in the greater By Area, in the state or in the nation.

YES on MEASURE 131
NOon MEASURELI] | oo

in 2012 election.
RECOMMENDED BY in election

League of Women Voters® of Berkeley

The Action Team brings together all the team chairs and any other League members who pantictpate

or take action on an existing League policy positidime Action Tearmembersreport what's happening in
areas they are following and propospecificactions to the Board, focusing on the priorities chosen for each
year.

LWVBAE Priorities for 2013-201&

Every yeawe determine what will be our priorities for action and/or education. For 22Q34 ourlocal
priorities are:

Climate Change

Health Care

Education
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In addition to these priorities we are working at some level on the following:

Biodiversity

Money in Politics

Sex Trafficking

Berkeley Boards and Commisson

LWV California Action Priorities

League members have selected these state and national policies as their shared pribMUe¥8AE and its
members respond to state and national calls to action to contact and lobby our elected representatiges.
League is effective in achieving our goahen many members respond to these calls to action with a quick
phone call or email.

Money in Politics

Education

Health Care

Water

LWV National Priorities

Protecting and Engaging Voters
Money in Politics

Defending our Environment
Gun Safety

Program Team

Coordinator* Sherry Smith510-548-1769,program@Iwvbae.org
Meetings* As needed

¢KS tNRBINIY ¢SIY RS@OSt2L yR OF NNASA 2dzi | OGADAGA
and public plicy positions, for example, observing our local governments.

Each January League members decide whether our local League should adopt a study of an urgent local
policy issue and whether we should recommend that the state or national League adopt a new study. The
Program Coordinator guides study committees, whichhggat analyze and distill their research.At a
G02yaSyadzaé YSSUAy3as GKS O02YYAGGSS LINBaSyda |yR (i
on that issue should be. The Board confirms and the membership adopts the policy positi@id.4 we wi

be workingon the U.S. Agriculture Study.
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Meeting Coordination and Speakers

TheProgram Team coordinates all LWVBAE events and speakieese include ttse meetings described on
page 2and listed below, in addition to occasional major events.

AnnualCommunity Luncheon
Fall Meeting

Annual Meeting
Conversationsvith the League
Environmental Concerns

Hot Topics

Berkeley City Council
candidates debate at Fall
Meeting in 2012.

Voter ServicesTeam

Coordinator* Phyllis Gale, 5:848-0591, voterservices@Iwvbae.org
Meetings* Monthly (see website for dates and times)

The Voter Services Teasrganizes and carries oatl voter and electionrelated services, including education
on electionissues. Key activities are listed below.

Voter Registration: we actively pblicize online registration and distribute registration forms at
many venuesind voter registration events.

Election Services:our members research, write and publtos and Cons on local ballot issues.

Local Election Forums: members produce programs and provide forums fandidates to
discuss issueandalsofor supporters and opponent debate local ballot measures.
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POLLING PLACE

VOTE HERE_

| RY ®
‘ 1R ﬁ
i | | y

Diz and Charley Swift registering voters. Jenny Waggoner, LWVC President.

Local Election Spots and Programs:mMembers produce a distribute forums, candidate
spots and information via local cable, Yab&, web, and SmartVoter.org

Speakers Bureau: members recruit, train, and assign volunteers to speak on Pros and Cons of
ballot issues

SmartVoter.org: our Smart Voter coordinator posts local ballot information to SmartVoter.org and

persuades local candidates to post theirowninddr G A2y G {YI NI +20SNW2NB>Z GKS
for balanced, factual election information

Election Publicity: Working with the Communications Teanthe team sends election news and
publicationsto membersg via the website, thé/OTER newsletter,and email ¢ and to the publicg via print
and online pressandsocial media

Climate ChangeTeam

Coordinator* Regina Beatus, 518P24-6904 climate@Ilwvbae.org
Meetings* 4" Wednesday of each month, 1:300p, LWVBAE office, 2530 San Pablo Ave, Suite F

The Climate Change Teaducates the publion the urgency of climate change atabbies foractions to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Our work is supported by strongasthteationalLeaguepolicies.

Climate Change IS NOW.The scientific evidence is clear. Heat records are being broken, glaciers
are melting, biodiversity is declining and the seas are rising. No matter what we do we cannot avoid a very
different climate future. We must act now to prevent truly catastrophiosequences.

LWVBAE Member Handbook 9 January 2014


mailto:climate@lwvbae.org

Vote effectively and act locally. climate tange is a global problenwe needto vote
effectively and act locally. fiéctive action requires great cultural chang&\e can help people understand
the issue and change their behavior.

Key Priorities for Action

1 Energyefficiency standards for transportation and the electric grid

1 Global price on greenhouse gas emissions to put the market economy to work and spur the growth of
a clean energy economy

71 Plans to adapt to climate change

Current Activities

Participate in the Béeley Climate Action Coalitidn implement the City's Climate Change Plan.
Lobby on climate change issues at the local, regional, state and national levels.

Evaluate market methods to curb climate change.

Evaluate Feeth-Tariff (FIT) for solar.

= =4 —a -9

Environmental ConcernsTeam

Coordinatos:* Carol Stone, 51849-0959 action@Iwvbae.orgGail Schickele, 41%22-5826,
gails@bayarea.netnd Violet Einauer

Meetings* 2" Monday of each month, 7:30:00p, G I Y SY 6(&dstrant VOERTS
information)

The Environmental Concerns Team organewnthly speaker series on environmental and related topics.
Experts are invited to speak and answer questions. These are open meetings in a Berkeley home; visitors are
welcome.

Recent topics included discussions of environmentally relevant state ballot measures and&trarth Bill.
Reports of the talkswill be posted on the Environmental Concerns page on our website
http://www.lwvbae.org/aboutthe-league/ourcommittees/environmentakoncerns/ brief summariesalso
appea in theVOTER, our monthly newsletter.Talks given before September 2012 can be malthein the
VOTER at http://www.lwvbae.org/voter-pdfs/
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Education Action Team

Coordinatos:* Cathy Lynch610-527-2173,apricotice@aol.conand Dianne McNennb10527-8476,
mcnennyd@aol.com
Meetings* 2" Friday of each month, 1:38:00p, LWVBAE office, 2530 San Pablo Buite F

LWVBAE and all California Leagues have made education a high priority thi$heaew Education Action
Team is taking this on with eager determinatiolhe Team covers civics education, juvenile justice, and
other educationrelated issues.

In October2013 we wrote to the new Berkeley Superintendent and BUSD Board outlining our main concerns.
We are reaching out to people who care about the schodatgluding meetingswith the Berkeley
Superintendent and several board and sta#mbers.We ae searching for ways to help the schools and
meet our goals.

Funding: We are following the planning of the Local Control Funding Formula in our schools.

Support Quality Pre-School Education for all so that all children will be ready to learn
when theyenter schoal We plan to lobby for more funding tonjunction withthe LW\fCaliforniaeffort.

Find Alternatives for SuSpension:The Team has been learning about Peer Courts in the
YARRE S a0K22fta FyR adzlLR2 NI & RS .amgadit2dd (sA@xS2 2tdadi /

Closing the Persistent Achievement @p: we hope that the new state funding formula,
the new core education programand other improvements will finally achieve this goal.

Join the State Education Studywhen the state Laguebrings the study to locallagues, we
will study funding for the three levels of California public higher education.

Health Care Team

Coordinatos:* Lihsia Wang, 518485765,healthcare@Iwvbae.org
Meetings* 31 Monday of each month, 1:38:00p, LWVBAE office, 2530 San Pablo Ave, Suite F

The Health Care Team is working with the California LeagWWonfien Voters as part of the statewide
coalition for a single payer plan, t@ampaign for aHealthy California We are preparing to lobby the
legislature and campaign for citizen support by developing relationships with influential membership
organizations that might join the campaign.
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We are usingrhe Health Movie, narrated by Kiefer Sutherlapavhich compares Canadian and U.S. health
care, as a public education tool.

When the Legiature is back in session in 2Q2e will pick up our lobbying for SB 810, the California One
Care bill or other bills theW\/Californiaand the coalition decide tsupport.

Money in Politics Team

Coordinatos:* Open position
Meetings* 2" Tuesday of each month, 5:8330p, LWVBAE office, 2530 San Pablo Ave, Suite F

I TEAT2NYALFQa 3I22R OF YLI A3y RA & Of wikrdaeSthelinformnationyIs SR (i 2
2013, we supported SB2, SB3 an®BBhe Sunshine in Campaigns Act hil®nly SB3 made it to the

32 PSNY2NRA RS 8dvie wiK 8 war8ng 2verRharalei i the 2014 session to get these bills or

their successors passed.

Membership Team

Coordinator* Dean Metzger, 518490379 membership@Iwvbae.org
Meetings* Monthly, LWVBAE office, 2530 San Pablo Ave, Suite F

Key members of the Membership Teamelude:

Mina Jenner Membership Clerk
Jane Coulter Database Coordinator
Samuela Evans  CoDatabase Coordinator

The Membership Team attracts, recruits, mentors, trains and retains memldéssnaintain current
membership rolls and keep the Member Haodix up to date.

Our Boardchasset an ambitious membership gdar 20132014 togrow from our current approximately 250
members to 325 membem@ndto increa diversity of all kinds

Outreach

Current plans for outreach to recruit new members include:

Developng literature tohandout.

Reaclng out to neighborhood groups and other community organizations
Working with other Leagues.

Communicaing with the membership about recruitment

Wewelcome anyonevho would like help us reach potential newembers or with ideas for recruiting
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Communications Team

Coordinator* Team Managed (see belovepmmunication@Iwvbae.org
Meetings* As needed

The President is the spokesperson for the Leaguecanently oversees the Team, with the advice and
assistance of the Board. Members of the Communications Team include:

Diz Swift VOTER andWeb Editor
votereditor@Iwvbae.org

Linda Ceothers Web Manager
webmanager@Iwvbae.org

Deborah Malbec  Email communications
media@Iwvbae.org

Cynthia Chen Press Releases and Web Posts
press@lwvbae.org

The CommunicationTeam distributes League news to members and the public through our website,
email messages, théOTER (our newslette), news releases to print an on-line news sources, posts on
web calendars and social media ssages.

LWVBAE VOTERand Website

Our two primary vehicles for news are our newsletter The VOTER ¢ and our website at
http://www.lwvbae.org/. TheVOTER is published bimonthly; it features upcoming events but also reports of
activities, accomplishments and LW&fated news. Th&OTER is sent out in hard copy and is available online
at http://www.lwvbae.org/voter-pdfs/

League of Women Voters Berkeley Alba

THE VOTER

Read online at http://www.l

The NewWOTER 2 LWVBAE Goals 4

Masthead from Sep-Oct 2013 VOTER issue.

The mat current news is posted on our website fatp://www.lwvbae.org/, especially in League News on
the home page and dittp://www.lwvbae.org/category/leaguenews/.
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League of Women Voters Public Policy Positions

Publicpolicy positionsare arrived at after significant study, oveeveralyears, andnvolve many membes
and thoroughresearch. We do not have positions on every issue sbute of ourpositionsare extensive
Since he Berkeley League was founded, as the California Civic League, iarkbthe national Leaguén
1921, we have built up a broad rangepaiblic policy positions.

How We Decide b Campaign andLobby

Once we have aolicy position, we may support or oppose ballot measureglaws and government actions
using any and all method3/Vhen we consider taking action on local public issues, the AGegam and the
Board consult League policies adopted at all lev&lse Board decides, for example, whether to support or
oppose a ballot measure or proposed ordinance or join a demonstratiorto remain neutral We ask the
following questions:

Does the League have a policy that applies to this issue? If not, we do not act.

Are any of our policies in conflict? If yes, which should be applibdwrshould they bdalanced?
Do we have all the facts to apply our policies correctly to this s@oati

Do we have members who understand the issue and can lead our efforts?

Do we have enough people and funds to reach our goal?

Are many groups and people working on this?

Would action by the League make a difference?

= =4 -4 —a -—a -8 -

League of Women Voters Berkeley, Albany, Emeryville Positions

We have positions at all levels, local, county, Bay Area, state and national.¢®otot all¢ positions
a OF 4,9 Ré@d&ishal position typically can be applied all the wayh®local level.

Major topics and selectedubtopicsof the LWVBAE positions include:
Local Government
Open RiblicMeetings
City Finances
Planning
Local Government Services
Education
Civicsnstruction
Social Policy

Full texs of the LWVBAE positions are available at:
http://www.lwvbae.org/aboutthe-league/localpolicypositions/
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Alameda County Council of the Leagus of Women Voters
Policy Positions

Major topicsof the ACC positionaclude:
Education County Board and Superintendent
Juvenile Justice
/| KAt RNBy Qa SarBegsii I £ | St GK

Full texs of the ACC positions are availallgh our local positionst:
http://www.alameda.ca.lwvnet.org/County Postions.html

League of Women Voters of the Bay Area Policy Positions

Major topicsof the LWVBA positions include:
Regional Transportation
Regional Government and Planning
Environment and Natural Resources
HazardousViaterials
Social Policy and Housing

Full texs of the LWVBA positions are available at:
http://www.lwvbayarea.org/advocacy.html#positions

League of Women Voters- California Policy Positions

Superheadingsof the LWVQositions include:
Natural Resources Issues
Government Issues
International Relations Issues
Social Policissues

Full texs of the LW\ACALIFORNI#ositions are available alittp://ca.lwv.org/issuesL W\fCalifornia
positions

League of Women Voterof U.S. Policy Positions

Superheadingsof the LWVUS positions include:
Representative Government
International Relations
Naturd Resources
Social Policy

Full texs of the LWVUS positions are availabletstp://www.lwv.org/content/public-policy-positions
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LWVBAE Priorities for 2013 -2014

Every yeawe determine what will be our priorities for action and/or education. For 22034 our local
priorities are:

Climate Change:Find local areas for action; support state and national calls for acsee;also Climate
Change Team page 9

Health Carebuild member and public understanding of single payer option; alee Health Care Team
page 11

Education: Follow alternatives to suspensioim high school and middle schodbcal funding plan, early
childhood programs, civics education #Ksee EdcationAction Teanpage 11

In addition to these priorities we are working at some level on the following:

Biodiversity: Educate members via articles and speaker

Money in Politics: Supportstate andnational League actionseducate on local aspects; salso Money in
Politics Team page 12

Sex Trafficking: Identify the dimensions of theproblem and possible solutioris Berkeley;League
members are working with City of Berkeley group

Berkeley Boards and Commissiongn ad hocteam is working tobring our knowledge up talate on
term limits and other issues

LWV -California Action Priorities

League members have selected these state and national policies as their shared pribMUe¥8AE and its
members respond tetate and national calls to action to contact and lobby our elected representatives.

Money in Politics or Campaign Finance Reform, is our highest priority.

Education: Financing education from early childhood through higghool, with a special emphasis
maintainngthe educational content and quality of early childhood programs.

Health Careeducating the community about the Affordable Care Act and lobbying to adopt a single payer
option.

Water: Leagues will prepare for the water bond measusgected on the 2014 ballot by educating the
public on the issue.
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LWV National Priorities

Protecting and Engaging Votersvoting rights, improving elections, registering voters, educating voters
and District of Columbia voting rights

Money in Politics Money in elections, ethics and lobbying
Defending the Environmentdeanair defense, global climate change, fracking

Gun Safety SQupport regulation of firearms for consumer safety

Resources

There are a number of ways tedrnmore & needed. The easy way is to talk to an experiedteague
YSYo SN 2 S O NBWedalsdhaveérisiiBformagivil ivebtedz drine forums and Yahoo!
groups.

Websites

LWVBAE Please explore our websitgtp://www.lwvbae.org/ and follow your interests.

League of Women VotersCaliforniaseparates its advocadsom its balanced public informatioabout
public policy and election ballot measures on different websites and provides two excellent election
information sites League of Women Voter€alifornia: http://www.lwvc.org/ andLeague of Women
Voters Education Furiattp://www.cavotes.org/. The election websites artgtp://www.smartvoter.org/ and
http://www.easyvoterguide.org/

League of Women Voters of the United States and League of Women Voters Educatiorcénnuine their
adwocacy and public information on public policy on one websit://www.lwv.org/ .
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Key Phones anceEmails

Name Phone Email/website

LWVUS 202-4291965 www.|lwv.org

LW\California 916442-7215 www.ca.lwv.org
http://cavotes.org/

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org/

Easy Voter Guide http://www.easyvoterguide.org/

LWVBA 5108391608 http://www.lwvbayarea.org/

LWVBAE 510-843-8824 office@Ilwvbae.org

http://www.lwvbae.org/

LWVBAE Board of Directors

Nancy Bickel 5105264055 president@Iwvbae.org
President

Pat Day 510-841-8243 secretary@Ilwvbae.org
Secretary

Sarah Miyazaki 5105241416 treasurer@Iwvbae.org
Treasurer

Carol Stone 5105490959 action@lwvbae.org
Action

Sherry Smith 5105481769 program@Iwvbae.org
Program

Phyllis Gale 5105480591 voterservices@Iwvbae.org
Voter Service

DeanMetzger 5105490379 membership@Iwvbae.org
Membership

Other Key Contacts

Diz Swift 5105484808 votereditor@Iwvbae.org
VOTEREditor

Regina Beatus 5105246904 climate@Iwvbae.org
Climate Change

Cathy Lynch 510527-2173 apricotice@aol.com
EducationAction Team

Dianne McNenny 510527-8476 mcnennyd@aol.com
EducationAction Team

Lirhsia Wang 5108485765 healthcare@Iwvbae.org
Health Care

Carol Stone 5105490959 action@lwvbae.org
Envronmental Concerns

Gail Schickele 415922-5826 gails@bayarea.net

Envronmental Concerns
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